
tanks were concentrated on a cooperative plan, by which this 
country was to furnish Liberty motors and the rest of the 
driving mechanism, and the British the armor plate for 1,500 
tanks for the 1919 campaign. It has been estimated that about 
one-half the work on the American components for this 
project had been completed before November 11, and the 
work of assembly of the initial units was well under way. 
For immediate use in France, this country reecived 64 heavy 
tanks from the British. 

OUR ARTILLERY IN FRANCE 

The most important single fact about our artillery in France 
is that we always had a sufficient supply of light artillery for 
the combat divisions that were ready for front-line service. 
This does not mean that when the divisions went into the 
battle line they always had their artillery with them, for in a 
number of cases they had not. 

The statement does mean, however, that when divisions 
went into line without their artillery this was not because of 
lack of guns but rather because it takes much longer to train 
artillery troops than it does infantry and so, under the pres­
sure of battle needs in the summer and fall of 1918, American 
divisions were put into line a number of times supported by 
French and British artillery or without artillery. 

When the armistice came in November the American forces 
not only had a sufficient number of 75's for the 29 combat 
divisions, but in addition enough over for 12 other divisions. 

A careful study of the battle records of all the divisions 
shows that if all the days in the line of all the combat divisions 
are added together, the total is 2,234. The records further 
show the number of days that each division was in line with 
its own artillery, with British artillery, with French, or with­
out any. 

The result of the compilation is to show that in every 100 
days that our combat divisions were in line they were sup­
ported by their own artillery for 75 days, by British artillery 
for 5 days, by French for l j ^ days, and were without artillery 
for 183^ days out of the 100. Of these 18j^ days, however, 
18 days were in quiet sectors and only one-half of one day 


